
SAFER Project: Tipsheet

DOES TEACHING SEXUAL 
AND GENDER DIVERSITY 
VIOLATE MY RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM?
As educators, it’s essential to create 
inclusive and supportive learning 
environments where all students feel 
respected and valued, regardless of their 
religious beliefs or 2SLGBTQ+ identities. 

CREATING A SAFER
CLASSROOM:

VALUES
Many religions promote love and respect, but 
rigid beliefs on sexual and gender diversity 
can create fear for queer and trans youth to 
live authentically. However, there are religious 
leaders and communities which welcome 
and affirm queer and trans individuals, 
demonstrating that both religious faith and 
sexual and gender diversity can coexist and be 
celebrated.

Reflect on core values of love and acceptance 
within religions and the reality that many 
religious people are queer and/or trans.

Continue to educate yourself about sexual 
and gender diversity, religion, and how 
they intersect. Let students know you are 
committed to continuous learning and 
welcome their challenges and corrections.

More
FROM SAFER:
Use the QR Code below 
to access additional 
tipsheets and info on the 
SAFER project.



SUPPORTING STUDENTS
Classrooms must be safe for all students. Theology is not the basis of curriculum 
in Canadian public schools, nor should religious dogma be used to justify 	
exclusion or oppression of any students.

When students seek your support, cultural sensitivity is crucial. Consider how 
religion and culture play a role in that child’s life. ‘Coming out’ may be safe for 
some, but can pose dangers for others. 

Listen to students, affirm their challenges, and refrain from giving advice that 
could jeopardize their safety. Provide resources on 2SLGBTQ+ inclusive religious 
communities to which they belong.

RESOURCES:
Navigating LGBTQ Identities and Religion (The Trevor Project): 
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/resources/article/navigating-lgbtq-identities-and-religion/

HRC – Religion and Faith: 
https://www.thehrcfoundation.org/about/religion-faith-program

Rainbow faith and freedom : 
https://rainbowfaithandfreedom.org/ 


